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sarco to pay $6.4

Half for violations at East Helena smelter

By BOB AHEZ .
Assoclatecl Press Writer

HELENA——Asarco Inc., one
of the nat.on’s largest mining
and mineral processing com-
panies, has agreed to pay $6.4
million in penalties to resolve
alleged violations of federal
environmental laws in Mon-
tana and Arizona.

‘The agreement with the En-
vironmental Protection
Agency, announced Friday, al-
SO requn‘es the company to
spend $61.5° million on
cleanup projects and improve-
ment of pollution-control op-
erations nationwide. Asarco

has 38 plants or mines ins
sta ) é

" bulk of the rqpney
about $50 million — will be

spent at Asarco’s Ray Mine near
Kearny, Ariz., where the compa-
ny will build a wastewater con-
trol system at the 6,100-acre
open-pit copper mine.

About $300,000 will be
spent at the company’s lead
smelter in East Helena, said

Bob Novotny, Asarco vice -

president of operations. The
money will be used to develop
a new system for monitoring
the quality of raw materials
the plant receives for process-
ing, he said.

In reaching the agreement,
Asarco did not admit any
wrongdoing or liability.

The EPA said the agreement
ends two years of dispute and
avoids a court battle.

The company will pay al-
most $3.4 million in penalties

related to allegations of illegal
pollution by its East Helena
smelter. The EPA contended
the plant allowed contaminat-

ed wastewater to leak into a | .

creek, burned hazardous sub-
stances in a furnace and ille-

————— e )

gally disposed of toxic metals
that may have contaminated °

soil and groundwater.

The agreement requires the
company to study the extent of
the pollution, clean it up and

restore wetlands near the'

smelter.

The remaining $3 million in |

penalties are related to the
Arizona mine where EPA said
toxic metals were illegally al-

lowed to poliute water.
Novotny said the payment

of the fines and the promise to

spend millions more on envi-
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Half for violations at East Helena smelter

By BOB ANEZ
Assoclated Press Writer

HELENA — Asarco Inc., one
of the nation’s largest mining
and mineral processing com-
panies, has agreed to pay $6.4
million in penalties to resolve
alleged violations of federal
environmenial laws w Mon-
tana and Arizona.

The agreement with the En-
vironmental |  Protection
Agency, announced Friday, al-
S0 requires the company to
spend $61.5% million on
cleanup projects and improve-
ment of pollution-control op-
erations nationwide. Asarco

has 38 plants dr mines in six

states

about $50 million — will be

TH& bulk of the money — -

spent at Asarco’s Ray Mine near
Kearny, Ariz., where the compa-
ny will build a wastewater con-
trol system at the 6,100-acre
open-pit copper mine.

About $300,000 will be
spent at the company’s lead
smelter in East Helena, said
Bob Novotny, Asarco vice
presideai of opeiations. The
money will be used to develop
a new system for monitoring
the quality of raw materials
the plant receives for process-
ing, he said.

In reaching the agreement,
Asarco did not admit any
wrongdoing or liability.

The EPA said the agreement
ends two years of dispute and
avoids a court battle.

The company will pay al-
most $3.4 million in penalties

related to allegations of illegal
pollution by its East Helena
smelter. The EPA contended
the plant allowed contaminat-
ed wastewater to leak into a
creek, burned hazardous sub-
stances in a furnace and ille-
gally disposed of toxic metals
that may have contaminated
soll aid groundwaie:.

The agreement requires the
company to study the extent of
the pollution, clean it up and
restore wetlands near the
smelter.

The remaining $3 million in
penalties are related to the
Arizona mine where EPA said
toxic metals were illegally al-
lowed to poliute water.

Novotny said the payment
of the fines and the promise to
spend millions more on envi-
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ronmental improvements does
not threaten any of the Asarco
facilities. Whether a plant or
mine is closed depends on the
economics of that particular
operation based on world mar-
kets for Asarco products and
materials available for pro-
cessing, he said.

Although the East Helena
smelter does not turn a profit,
Novotny said its finances im-
proved over the past year.
“We're optimistic for the fu-
ture of the plant,” he said.

John Wardell, state EPA di-
rector, described the far-
reaching agreement as an “ef-
fort to sweep the slate clean”
on a large number of disagree-
ments between the company
and the federal agency.

Novotny emphasized that
Asarco has not admitted any
violations and said, “We have
always met environmental

- "East Helena charges -

for dust control in 1996.

ardous waste.

® Dumped wastewater containing heavy metals into ponds that
allowed the water to drain into a nearby creek for five years before
obtaining a permit from the state.

arco to pay $6.4 million in penalties

The EPA said that at the East Helena smetlter Asarco: ‘
® Used water laced with lead and arsenic to spray on the ground !

® |ilegally disposed of furnace lining brick that contained high
levels of chromium, lead and cadmium aver a five-year period.

® Stored, treated and disposed of materials containing large
amounts of mercury, cyanide and arsenic.

@ Excavated soil with high levels of lead, arsenic and cadmium
without first determining the dirt was so contaminated as to be haz-
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laws.”

Asked if he agreed with that
statement, Wardell would say
only, “There’s always a differ-
ence of opinion.” He would
not elaborate.

Richard Osborne, Asarco’s
chairman and chief executive
officer predlcted the coopera-

tion between the company and| |
EPA will continue with state;
and federal environmental
agencies. {

The agreement between|
Asarco and EPA is subject to;
approval by federal judges in
Montana and Arizona. The
public has 30 days to comment.
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